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1 . This opinion contains; indications relating to the following ttdms: 
IS! Box No* I Baslsjof the opinion 



S Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty. Inventive step and industrial appllcabiiity 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unfty of Invention 

SI Box No, V Reasoned staternent under Rule 436/5. 1<a)(D with regard to novelty, Inventive step or induetriat 
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□ Box No.. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the internationaJ application 
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tf a demand for international preliminary examinatbn is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority C'IPEA")» However, this does notiapply where 
the applicant chooses in Authority other than this oe»e to be the IPEA and the chosen I PEA has notifed the 
International Bureau ur^der Rule 66.1b/s(b) that written opinions of this Internatbnal Searching Authority.* j 
will not be so considered. . 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is jnvitad: to 
submit to the IPEA a wfitten reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form POTyiSA>220 or before the expiration of 22 months frorn the priority date^ 

w^bicheyer expires latcK ; 



For further optior^, se0 Form PCT^SA^O. 

For further details, seeinotesto Fomn PCTASAJZ20. 



Name and mailing. address pf the ISA: 



European Patent Office - P.B. 5d1 8 Pstentiaan 2 
Nt-2280 HV Aijswijk - Pays Bas 
Tel. 70 340 - 2040 T^; 31 SSI epo nl 
Fax: 431 70 340 -=3016 



Authorized Officer 

Urbahn, S 

Telephone No. 4S1 70 340^3877 



^1 



Fomi PCTA8Afi37 (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



HARKS&CLERK 



Fax:02078363339 



15 Dec 2005 13:59 P. 11 



IAP9 Rec'dPCTffli? if tlQ'm. 



International application No 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



PCT/GB2004^02563 



Box No. I Basis of th6 opinion \ ' ' ' ' 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application 
the language in which It was field, unless othen^^ise indicated under this item, 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language, into the foilov 
language , which ^is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 ahd 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the ciaimecjl invention, ttiis opinion has been established on the basis of: , 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence ilstinig 

. □ table(s) related to the sequence listing 
b! format of material: 

□ in written fomiat ■ 

□ in computer reacjable form 
c. time of filingffurnishrng: 

□ contained in the International application as filed. 

□ filed together wi^i the international application in computer readable fbrirn. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andtor table relating th< 

has been filed or fui|nished, the required statements ttiat the information in the subsequent or additiona 
copies fs identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments; 



Form • PCTflPEA/237 (Jariuery 2004) 



MARKS&CLERK Fax : 02078363339 15 Dec 2005 13:59 P. 12 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE international application fslo 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/GB2004X)02563 



Box No, n Priority 



1. IS The following document has not been furnished: 

IS copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43£7/s.l. and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bisA and 66,7(b)). 

Consequently it has |not been possible to consider the validity of the prbrity claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2: □ This opinion has be^n established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claii 
has been found invalid (Rules 43/7/5.1 and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated kbove is considered to be the relevant date. 

3.. Additionat observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned: statement under Rule 43AiSLl(a}(i) with regard to hov&lty, Invantiva step or 
industrial appiicabHlty;i citations and explanations supportlni^ such statement: ■ • : 

1 . Statement 

46 6 7 10-12 14181921-24 
1 23789 1315-1720 

456 1819 22^24 
1-37-172021 

1-24 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Claims 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 
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Industrial appiicability (lA) 


Yes: 
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Claims 
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.WRITTEN OPINION; OF THE International aRolicatlon No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/G 62004/002563 

Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

. D1 : WO 03/033830 A (ESH.EL YAIR ; GHANA BETSALEL (IL); PORAT AMIR (IL)) 24 
April 2003 (2003-04-24) 
D2: FR2 819279 A (CHAPELLE LAURENT JACQUES ROGER) .12 July 2002 
(2002-07-12) 

D3: DE 299 21 1 11 U (Lassmann, Thomas) 27 July 2000 (2000-07-27) 
D4: US 3 023 426 A (Earl S. Neal) 6 March 1 962 (1 962-03-06) .. 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 Document D1 discloses (the references applying to this document): 

a liquid dispensing device 250 for use In the flush cistern of a water closed, .the device 
comprising: a lidjuid formulation, a reservoir 209 for the liquid formulation, means (cf. 
p.4, 1.1 1-12) for;maintaining the level of the liquid formulation in the reservoir 209 at a 
predetermined level, an outlet 225 through which the liquid formulation Is dispensed, 
and means 21 4. for dispensing a quantitiy of the liquid fonmuatlon via the outlet 225, 
wherein the means for dispensing a quantity of the liquid formulation via the outlet 
. comprises means 21 4 for temporarily Increasing the level of the liquid formulation in 
the reservoir soithat the liquid formulation enters the outlet (cf. p,4, 1.1 8-22). 

AH the features of claim 1 are thus known (Article 33(2) PCT) and the present 
application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) POT. 

2.2 The same features can be found in document D2 arKi D3. 

. 2.3 The same reasoning applies, mutatis rnutandis, to the subject-matter of the 
corresponding independent claim 1 3 which therefore is also considered not 

2.4 The documents D1 , D2 resp. D3 show as well the features of the dependent claims 2, 
3, 7, 8, 1 3, 1 5-17 and 20, which therefore are also not new (Article 33(2 PCT). 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPAftATE SHEET) 



mtepnatiorral application No. 
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3 



INDEPENDEfsrr:CLAIM 9 



3.1 



Document D4 shows (references applying fothis document): 



a toilet cleaning device having a strap 20 for suspending said toilet cleansing device . 
inside tlie liddedjflush cistern of a water closet^ the toilet cleansing device conrtprising: 
a device 16 for dispensing^ In use, a substance into the water in the cistern, the strap 
20 having a first end and a second end (cf. Fig. 1), attaching means 18 of the first enci 
of the strap for securing the first end outside of the cistern, the sfecond end of the strap 
being attached tp the.tollet cleansing device (connectin between 24 and;20, of. Fig. lj, 
wherein the sXrop is sufficiently thin so that iri use it does not substantially raiise the lid 
of the flush cistern (cf. Fig. 3). 

Ai! features of thjs claim are thus l<nown from D4 and the subject-matter of the claim is 
not new (Article 33(2) PCT), 

3.2 In order to ensure unity of the application (Rule 1 3 PCT), ajl Independent claims should 
contain the same or corresponding technical features. 

4 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 21 

4.1 Document D1 shows (references applying to this document): 

a dispensing device 250 comprising a container (cf. p.4, 1.6) for liquid, a body housing 
a piston 21 4 in a piston chamber, the piston chamber having an outlet 225 for liquid to 
be pumped from the device by movement of the piston, a conduit 209 for supplying 
liquid from the container to the piston chamber, and a float 21 8 which is operatively 
coupled to the piston 21 4' to move the piston as the float 218 moves, the float 21 8 
being moved in use by the rise and fall of water in the cistern (cf. Fig. 2a, p.4, 1.1*22). 

. The claimed dispensing device differs from the device of D1 by a strap for suspending 



: 4.2 It is however, vyidely known in the state of the art to suspend a toilet dispenser Inside 
the cistern with a strap, of. D4, and the skilled person. would include this feature in the ; 
device of D1 to arrive without inventive activity at a device according to claim 21 . . 

, 4.3 Therefore, the Subject-matter of claim 21 is considered not inventive (Article 33(3) 



the device in a toilet cistern. 
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x.-; . WRFTTEN OPIN^^ International application No. 

• INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/GB2004/0Q2563 



5 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 22 ' 

. 5.1 Document D1 shows: 

a dispensing device comprising a container 250 of liquid, a body iiousing a piston 21 4 
In a piston charnber, the piston chamber having an outlet 225 for liquid to be pumped 
from the device by movement of the piston 21 4 and a conduit i209 for supplying liquid 
from the containier 209 to the piston chamber (cf . Fig. 2a). 

5.2 The claimed device differs from. this device In that the piston is electrically operated. 

5.3 The subject-matter of Ciaim 22 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

5.4 The problem to be solved by this feature could be regarded as providing an actuation - 
mechanism of the dispensing device without a float. 

5.5 The claimed solution is not known nor suggested from one of the cited documents and 
would not be obvious for the sl<ilted person as It implies a more complex and more 
expansive mechanism than the commonly used float actuation. 

5^6 Claims 23 and ^4 are dependent on claim 22 and as such also meet the requirements 
of Articles 33(2)i and (3) PCT. 
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